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About this time Admiral Wilson, who is a long way
to the southward, learns from his aircraft that the Japanese
Battle Fleet is about 200 miles to the south of the Anambas.
He tells Vice-Admiral Sampson, in command of the battle-
cruiser squadron, to proceed to the north-west and to lead
the enemy towards Singapore. The Vice-Admiral complies,
taking with him a squadron of large cruisers. The Japanese
battle-cruiser and cruiser squadrons respond by altering
course sixteen points and opening fire. The opposing
squadrons circle round each other, both sides manoeuvring,
Admiral Sato to lead the action to the north, Admiral
Sampson to lead it to the north-west. This gives the covering
Battle Fleets time to close.
Daylight destroyer attack.
The first thing that happens as the two Battle Fleets
approach the scene of the battle-cruiser action is a massed
attack by Japanese flotillas. These have hitherto been
engaged in fighting the enemy flotillas or in escorting their"
own Battle Fleet. On sighting the British Battle Fleet, they
rush up to attack it, hoping to reduce its numerical superior-
ity and to throw it into confusion. They are determined to
push their attack home regardless of loss and of the attempts
of the enemy cruisers and flotillas to drive them off. Some
destroyers even ram their opponents and sacrifice them-
selves to clear the way for their opposite numbers. The
escorting cruisers are actuated by the same spirit; they
closely engage the British cruisers, sacrificing themselves
to clear the way for their destroyers. Their gallantry and
daring leave even the British at a loss what to do, and give
the others opportunity to close the British Battle Fleet from
ahead and from both sides. They come under a perfect
hail of projectiles, and the sea, covered with thousands of
'splashes', presents a wonderful sight. The valour of our
destroyers passes belief: their crews are supermen. No matter
how many are sunk, the rest will go on, determined to close
the enemy and torpedo him.
While this attack is in progress, British destroyers are,
in similar fashion, attacking the Japanese Battle Fleet, with
similar determination and similar disregard of loss, but,
assuredly, not with equally desperate valour.

